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= Deﬁnitions: P

% P The fact or condltlon of bemg present." B
ZisThe part of. space wlthm one’s 1mmed1ate v1c1mty :

#r A qualrty of pmse and effectiveness that enables g,
-performer to achfeve a elose relatfonshlp with the-*
audience: ! '

. Something as a splrlt' felt or belleved to be presen

5. A company ¥ busmess act1v1ty 1n a parthular
market fid .

‘6. The state of bemg closely focused on the heré alfqgi G
now not dfstracted by lrrelevant thoughts.
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o« a sense of pnesence is a phenomenon enabhhg people
to 1nteract with, and feel connected to, “the worle
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DREDGING IN PORT PHILLIP BAY

By Richard Corbet
Program & Coach Development
email Richard

As we all become more aware of the risks associated
with large scale intrusion into the natural world it is
imperative that we are informed about the key issues.
The Gunns pulp mill in Tasmania and the dredging of
Port Phillip Bay are two such issues.

As a way to find out a little more and meet those who are
so passionately opposed to the dredging of Port Phillip
Bay, my family and | recently joined a rally organised
by Blue Wedges at Rosebud. Blue Wedges is a coalition
of organisations dedicated to the conservation and
protection of Victoria’s waterways;

“The Blue Wedges Port Ph1tl1p and Westernport Bays,
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: arly 80s has been made many times.
; ion was overturned by the A

value to the people of Greater Melbourne and Victoria
and should be protected, conserved and managed by
government, for the people.”

bluewedges.org

Organisers estimated a crowd of about 1000
people attended the rally which drew significant
media interest and included a flotilla of craft that
symbolically ‘obstructed’ the passage of the dredging
vessel. Therally provided an opportunity for speakers,
distribution of placards, signing of petitions and
letters, the raising of funds and general celebration
of the Bay. And perhaps more significantly a place
for those opposed to the dredging to gather and
share a powerful collective energy that keeps these
movements alive.

It was a glorious day - warm and sunny, the Bay was
calm and a gentle northerly kept sails full. The police
were polite and concerned and doing what they had
to do while protestors made their point and accepted
the consequences of their actions.

Comparison to the Franklin River campaign of the
In that case
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led protest. Key in the federal intervention was the
large numbers of people who were prepared to risk
their lives or cause civil disturbance (break the law) to
uphold what they believed in.

What | reflected on as | paddled home from the rally
was the passion and dedication of this group. | am
not an expert on the impact of dredging and much
misinformation has been put about but you cannot
ignore the collective energy of a united group. It was
uplifting to be a part of wether you support dredging,
are undecided or passionately opposed. To feel the
energy of a relatively small group of like minded people
from very different backgrounds coming together to
make a stand against what seems an immovable force
was empowering.

In many ways it felt like the energy at the January
Bluearth camp.

| know a little more about dredging now and the
impact it will have on our environment, | also know
a little more about collective energy and what it ‘cangis
achieve. ' : '
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